
MINUTES OF THE SHERE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

ON TUESDAY 6
th

 FEBRUARY 2018 AT 

SHERE VILLAGE HALL, GOMSHALL LANE, SHERE  

 

Present:  Parish Councillors R Davey (Chairman), R Andrews, C Carlisle, P Carter, 

A Collingwood, J Cross, B Grover, J Hutton, B Harrap, G Reffo and R Smith; County 

Councillor Keith Taylor, Borough Councillor D Wright and the Parish Clerk, J Millett. 

  

Ref: Item: 

17/184 To accept apologies and reasons for absence in accordance with the Local  

Government Act 1972, Schedule 12, paragraph 40.  Apologies for absence 

were received from Parish Councillors C Brooke and A Golightly.  

17/185 Declaration of Personal or Prejudicial Interests.  Declarations by Councillors 

on any of the agenda items below.  J Cross declared a personal interest in agenda 

item 17/196, Shere Swimming Pool.  

17/186 Declaration of gifts or hospitality over £25.  Members were reminded that once 

a declaration of gifts or hospitality has been made then a new Form of Financial 

and Other Registerable Interests must be completed.  NONE received. 

 SHORT ADJOURNMENT TO ENABLE THE PUBLIC TO ADDRESS 

THE COUNCIL.  No members of the of the public were in attendance. 

17/187  APPROVED the Minutes of the Council meeting held on 10
th

 January 2018, 

subject to  minute 17/182 Clerk’s report, referring to approaching SSALC for 

their advice on the Parish Council commenting on applications where the Parish 

Council is an adjoining landholder or leaseholder. 

 ITEMS FOR DECISION: 

17/188  Finance matters 

 APPROVED income and expenditure for the month January 2018 

 NOTED bank reconciliations for month ended January 2018 

 NOTED income and expenditure against budget to end of January 2018 

 AGREED to arrange further training for councillors on the Parish 

Council’s accounting system 

17/189 Peaslake Lane, Peaslake – extending the walkway – to receive a report from 

Surrey Highways on the actual costs of extending the walkway.  AGREED to 

request Surrey Highways to undertake works to extend the existing walkway to 

Peaslake Stores steps, estimated by Surrey Highways to be between one and two 

thousand pounds, that cost to be met by the Parish Council. 
(Power: Highways Act 1980, ss 43,50) 

17/190 Shere Village wall – to receive a survey report and consider next steps.  

AGREED to seek estimates for the recommended works to the wall and well as 

detailed in the survey report and then in light of this information, discuss the 

condition of the wall and well further with Shere Manor Estate. 

17/191 General Purposes Committee, 18
th

 January 2017: 

 RECEIVED the minutes of the Committee’s meeting. 

 AGREED that, in light of a projected overspend on the Parish 

Maintenance budget for the current financial year, £5,000 be vired from 

the ‘Play Areas – Repair and Replace’ budget to the ‘Parish Maintenance’ 

budget.  

17/192 Risk Assessments – APPROVED the Parish Council’s risk assessments for: 

Governance and Management 



Financial – General 

Staff Workplace 

Public conveniences, Shere 

Outside Workers 

Tanyard Hall 

Financial Regulations 

AGREED that risk assessments on Cyber Security and Data Protection be 

developed and submitted to Council for approval. 

17/193 Memorial bench – to consider making a donation.  AGREED that a donation of 

up to £100 be made towards the cost of installation of the bench which is to be 

sited at the north end of Shere Recreation Ground.  
(Power: Local Government Act 1972, S. 137)  

17/194 Access to School Cottage, Shere – to consider a request from a prospective 

purchaser of School Cottage to grant pedestrian and vehicular access over part of 

the swimming pool field.  AGREED that permission for the laying of a pedestrian 

path to the cottage gate and vehicular access over the swimming pool field be 

REFUSED. 

 ITEMS TO NOTE:  

17/195 Shere Recreation Ground – new car parking arrangement – to note access 

arrangements for the local community.  NOTED that public access to the 

extended car park would be permitted when there were no pre-booked events by 

the Shere Recreation Ground Association (SGRA).  In return for this, SRGA had 

requested an additional car park rent of £500 on top of the £1,000 per annum 

already paid to the Association for rental of the main car park, adjacent to the 

recreation ground and some routine pot hole filling on the extended car park.  

In light of this, AGREED that: 

 a draft agreement between SGRA and the Parish Council be developed 

and submitted to Council and 

 the Clerk be requested to check that all necessary planning permissions 

were in place for the extended car park. 

17/196 Shere Swimming Pool – to receive an up-date, following a meeting between 

representatives of the Parish Council and the Shere Swimming Pool Committee 

(SSPC) on 19
th

 January.  NOTED the report of the meeting, in particular that a 

grant application to the London Marathon Trust was being made to ‘re-build’ the 

swimming pool and that SSPC were working to address the high priority and 

other issues raised in the swimming pool risk assessment. The question of liability 

of the SSCC and the Parish Council as landlord, for accidents to pool users if the 

pool wasn’t brought up to an acceptable standard by the time it opened in the 

forthcoming summer, was discussed.  AGREED that: 

 the SSPC be requested to forward to the Council for their 10
th

 April 

meeting, their up-dated risk assessment showing progress in works 

undertaken to minimise those risks and 

 the Council would wish to see an independent safety report commissioned 

by the Swimming Pool Committee, confirming that the pool is ‘fit for 

purpose’ before agreeing that the pool could open for the season on the 

planned date  

17/197 Vodafone mast, Holmbury St Mary – to receive an up-date.  NOTED that a 

decision on planning permission for a 15 metre high mast was expected in mid-

February and that Vodafone had withdrawn their previous challenge to the refusal 

by Guildford planners for a mast 17.5 metres high. 



17/198a Peaslake Farm 

 RECEIVED the notes of the public ‘introductory’ meeting with Greenoak 

Housing Association on 22
nd

 January.  G Reffo referred to a question 

having been raised at the meeting, referring to the Council’s previous 

decision that ‘by the time the building starts the water and sewage 

problems would be solved’. 

17/199 General Data Protection Regulations: 

 RECEIVED a report from a SSALC training day attended by the Clerk on 

30 January 

 NOMINATED Councillors A Collingwood, C Carlisle and R Smith to 

attend a training day hosted by Guildford Borough Council on Tuesday, 

13 March, from 7 to 9 pm at the Council’s offices. 

17/200 Police Matters – to consider any matters that need to be brought to the attention 

of the Police.  No matters to report. 

17/201 Councillors’ Business (for noting or including on the agenda for the next 

meeting) 

A Collingwood – reported that Gomshall Mill had offered to tidy up the small 

piece of land owned by the Parish Council on the other side of the bridge, 

opposite the Mill.  AGREED that this offer be accepted and reported in the parish 

magazine.  She also reported an exposed pipe on the footpath between Gomshall 

and Shere.  

G Reffo- raised the following matters: 

 requested clarification on a previously agreed donation for an overhead 

screen for Peaslake village hall.  Clerk to look into and requested a copy of 

the invoice for the screen.    

 reported a request for a contribution towards the cost of hiring tables for 

Peaslake village hall, the tables to be shared with Peaslake school.  Item 

for next meeting.     

 requested progress on clearing the mud from the entrance to Farley Lane, 

next to the bus stop and it was noted that these works had been ordered.  

Initial enquiries would be made as to the ownership of the land at the 

entrance to Farley Lane.   

 the poor condition, with lots of deep potholes, of Burrows Lane, 

Gomshall, between Kings Yard and the level crossing, where it was at its 

worst.  AGREED to write to Surrey Highways requesting remedial work 

to this section of road, as a matter of urgency. 

 J Hutton – asked for details of the recent tree work in Gomshall Lane, near the 

surgery; asked for the pavement to be cleared outside Shere School and asked for 

Surrey Highways protocol on clearing shrines from road-sides - K Taylor advised 

that there wasn’t a protocol. 

R Smith – reported that the organisers of the RideLondon cycle race had placed 

public toilets on the Parish Council’s verges in Holmbury St Mary for last year’s 

event without the permission of the Parish Council.  AGREED to inform the 

organisers. 

R Andrews – requested regular cleaning of the bus stop at Pitland Street, 

Holmbury St Mary. 

B Grover – reported another fatality on the A25 on the night before this Council 

meeting. 

R Davey – commented on the traffic problems caused by the increasingly popular 



‘Carols in The Square’ event.  AGREED that a letter be sent to the Parochial 

Church Council requesting that in future years, they consider applying for a road 

closure and stewarding of the event.  

17/202   Clerk’s Report (for noting, delegation to the Clerk or inclusion on the next 

agenda).  No matters to report. 

17/203  Date of next meeting: 8pm, Tuesday, 6
th

 March 2018, at Peaslake Village Hall, 

Walking Bottom, Peaslake. GU5 9RR. 

17/198b Exclusion of the Public and Press (Public Bodies Admission to meetings Act 

1960) – AGREED to exclude the public and press for the following item of 

business because of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted. 

17/198c Peaslake Farm 

 to discuss revisions to the Heads of Terms suggested by Greenoak.  

Greenoak Housing Association’s suggested changes to the draft Heads of 

Terms were outlined.  The Parish Council’s current position in relation to 

these had been brought to the attention of the Association. The Parish 

Council would comment on these further, once they had appointed a 

solicitor to advise it on the Heads of Terms. 

 To consider quotes for legal advice to the Parish Council regarding advice 

on Heads of Terms and lease preparation.  Quotations received were 

tabled.  AGREED to seek a further quotation from each of the firms using 

a more detailed specification.  Also, their hourly rates were to be 

requested.  

 


