
MINUTES OF THE SHERE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

ON TUESDAY 11
th

 JULY 2017 AT 

PEASLAKE VILLAGE HALL, WALKING BOTTOM, PEASLAKE 

 

Present:  Parish Councillors R Davey (Chairman), R Andrews, C Carlisle, P Carter, J Cross, 

A Golightly, B Grover, B Harrap, J Hutton and R Smith; the Parish Clerk, J Millett; Borough 

Councillor D Wright and five members of the public. 

 

Ref: Item: 

17/64 To accept apologies and reasons for absence in accordance with the Local 

Government Act 1972, Schedule 12, paragraph 40.  Apologies for absence were 

received from Parish Councillors C Brooke, A Collingwood and G Reffo. 

17/65 Declaration of Personal or Prejudicial Interests 

Declarations by Councillors on any of the agenda items below.  NONE received. 

1766 Declaration of gifts or hospitality over £25.  Members were reminded that once a 

declaration of gifts or hospitality has been made then a new Form of Financial and 

Other Registerable Interests must be completed.  NONE received. 

 SHORT ADJOURNMENT TO ENABLE THE PUBLIC TO ADDRESS THE 

COUNCIL.  No comments were made by members of the public. 

17/67  Approval of the Minutes of the Council meeting held on 8 June 2017.  

APPROVED. 

17/68 Approval of the Minutes of the Extraordinary Council meeting held on 22 June 

2017.  APPROVED. 

 ITEMS FOR DECISION: 

17/69   Community Rail Partnership for the North Downs line – RECEIVED a 

presentation on the aims and objectives of the newly established Community Rail 

Partnership (CRP), which covers the rail line from Guildford to Reigate and the 

train service from Reading to Gatwick.  ADVISED the CRP that the Parish Council 

would like to see a better train service between Gomshall and Guildford with more 

trains stopping daily at Gomshall.  Improved connections between Gomshall and the 

main stations of Guildford, Redhill and Reading were also needed. 

17/70 Finance matters 

 APPROVED income totalling £1,529.05 and expenditure totalling 

£17,245.06 for the month ended June 2017 

 NOTED bank reconciliations for month ended June 2017 

 NOTED income and expenditure against budget to end of June 2017  

 Concurrent Functions Grant Aid from Guildford Borough Council – to 

consider possible projects for grant aid in 2018/19.  NOTED the criteria for 

grant aid and that the following projects had been suggested for grant aid in 

2018/19: tables for hiring for events, to be kept at village halls; a generic 

accounting package for local societies and flooring for Peaslake village hall; 

Old Fire Station re-build of store room, (total cost £4845.00 ex Vat); two 

Picnic tables for Holmbury St Mary Play Area (£385.00 ex Vat each plus 

routing, delivery and fixing kits); new slide for Shere Play Area (£2000 - 

£2500 ex Vat plus delivery and installation); and a new bench outside Shere 

Village Hall (£800 - £1500).  The repairs needed to Shere swimming pool 

were discussed and it was suggested that the Parish Council, on behalf of the 

Shere Swimming Pool Committee might submit an application for funding 

to the London Marathon Trust. 



 A request for emergency roof repairs at Peaslake village hall, estimated at 

£3,000, was considered.  Consideration of the request was deferred pending 

receipt of a fuller report on the condition of the building. 

 Emergency Plan – to consider arrangements for emergency expenditure.  

AGREED that a mechanism to trigger expenditure, linked to the emergency 

plan and taken into account in the Parish Council’s risk assessments, be 

investigated. 

17/71 Peaslake Farm Fields – to consider advice from the Parish Council’s solicitor.  

Various suggestions for amendment of the draft lease were made and it was 

AGREED that the Clerk convey these and any other comments made by 

Councillors to the Parish Council’s solicitor. 

17/72 Peaslake School building work – RECEIVED a report of a meeting with the 

School, on 7 July and AGREED that:  

 a small area of scrub land on the school field bordering the existing School 

boundary could be cut back, including two small trees and building materials 

could be stored on this area throughout the build.  

 the existing foul water drains could be re-routed to the back of the field 

closest to the School, to accommodate the development and soakways which 

would be installed 5 metres away, within the School’s grounds, from the 

drains to take away the rain water from the School’s roofs.    

17/73 Proposed siting of Vodafone mast, Holmbury St Mary – RECEIVED a report of 

a meeting with Sinclair Dalby to discuss the Heads of Terms for the mast being sited 

on Council-owned land.  AGREED the Heads of Terms, subject to: 

 the maximum height of the mast remaining at 17.5 metres in the future and 

 upwards only 5 year rent reviews linked to the Retail Price Index. 

 A one-off payment of £1,500 to the landlord (the Parish Council) on 

completion of the lease. 

17/74 Surrey County Council consultation on possible changes to community recycling 

centres – to consider making a response.  For more information, please visit the 

consultation webpage at www.surreycc.gov.uk/recyclingcentres  It was NOTED 

that the proposals incorporated the closure of the recycling centres at Dorking and 

Cranleigh and reducing opening hours at other recycling centres.  AGREED to 

object strongly to the proposals as they could lead to yet more fly-tipping and cause 

great inconvenience for many local residents who will have to travel further to a tip.   

17/75 West Horsley Parish Council Pre-Submission – to consider responding to a 

consultation on West Horsley’s Neighbourhood Plan – please refer to 

www.westhorsleyneighbourhoodplan.org   DEFFERED consideration. 

17/76 Extension of car parking on Shere Recreation Ground – to consider a proposal – 

item raised at the last meeting.  AGREED in principle to approve funding for the 

proposed extension to existing parking, provided this project fits with the published 

‘charitable aims’ of the Shere Recreation Ground Association and subject to 

planning permission. 

17/77 Condition of stone wall, Middle Street, Shere – item raised at last meeting.  

AGREED to: 

 write to Shere Manor Estate pointing out that the Listed wall was in urgent 

need of repair and 

 seek clarification on the liabilities of the Parish Council in buying the 

adjacent well from Shere Manor Estate. 

http://www.surreycc.gov.uk/recyclingcentres
http://www.westhorsleyneighbourhoodplan.org/


17/78 Local Plan – to consider any implications for villages.  AGREED to express the 

Parish Council’s concern to Guildford Borough Council that the new version of the 

policy P1 Surrey Hills Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty gives less protection to 

the Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty than the text previously proposed. 

 ITEMS TO NOTE: 

17/79   Traffic in Shere 

 RECEIVED a report on road safety on the A25 junctions with Shere – a 

petition had been submitted to the Surrey Highways and road markings 

would be re-painted at the Sherbourne junction 

  RECEIVED an up-date on HGV’s travelling through Shere – proposals to 

re-route HGVs were to be discussed by the Guildford Local Committee, at 

their September meeting. 

 NOTED that a meeting of the Shere Traffic Working Group had been 

arranged for Wednesday, 19
th

 July, starting at 7.30pm, at Tanyard Hall. 

17/80     Peaslake Farm subsidised housing development – to note which housing 

providers have submitted an Expression of Interest (EoI).  Four EoIs had been 

received, from the following housing associations: 

 Crown Simmons Housing  

 English Rural Housing Association  

 Greenoak Housing Association 

 Stonewater Limited 

In addition, Surrey Hills Community Land Trust had notified the Parish Council that 

it would like to work alongside the selected provider to assist community 

involvement in this project.   

17/81 Holmbury St Mary Community Traffic Management proposal – RECEIVED a 

progress report.  Suggestions for traffic management were being drawn up and 

would be reported to the Council’s September meeting. 

17/82 Minutes of the Finance Committee – 22
nd

 June 2017 – RECEIVED the minutes 

of this meeting and consider any recommendations.  AGREED to the renewal of the 

annual insurance premium from Came & Co, estimated at £3,568. 
(Power: Local Government Act 1972) 

17/83 Minutes of the General Purposes Committee – 6
th

 July 2017 – NOTED that the 

full minutes of the meeting would be submitted to the September Council meeting.  

APPROVED the following items of expenditure: 

 to move and extend fencing in Holmbury St Mary Play area to accommodate 

a new piece of equipment, at an estimated cost of £400 to  £500, excluding 

VAT (Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976, s.19) 

 to install and have emptied a dog waste bin for Towerhill Play Area - £300 

for installation and £300 per annum for emptying, for a one year trial. (Clean 

Neighbourhoods and Environments Act 2005, s.19, s.30, part 6) 

 London Lane, Shere – site survey and design for a proposed Catch Pit. 

Donbass Limited £1,000, excluding VAT  (Highways Act 1980, ss.43, 50) 

 replacement of two chevrons at Mackies Hill, Peaslake, costing £185 each, 

excluding VAT (Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984, s.72) 

 provision of new road hatchings by Pond Lane and the centre of Peaslake, 

estimated at £200 to £250 (Localism Act 2011) 

 construct and  site two sandbag stores for Pursers Lane, Peaslake and 



Tanyard Hall, Shere at a cost of £230, excluding VAT per store (Highways 

Act 1980, ss.43, 50)          

17/84 Police Matters – to consider any matters that need to be brought to the attention of 

the Police.  No matters to report. 

 ITEMS TO NOTE: 

17/85 Councillors’ Business (for noting or including on the agenda for the next meeting) 

A Golightly – cars parked on Peaslake Farm – item for next meeting. 

J Cross – reported that vehicles had started to park on the double yellow lines in 

Shere, with their hazard warning lights on. 

B Harrap – reported that the finger post at Burrows Cross was in need of repair. 

B Grover – reported that the sign????? at the top of Rectory Lane, Shere, had been 

sawn off and would need to be re-instated; purchase of ducks for Shere stream and 

new duck house – item for next agenda. 

B Andrews – thanked the staff in the Parish office for arranging for the gate to the 

bridleway, by the pump in Holmbury, to be fixed.  

17/86 Clerk’s Report (for noting, delegation to the Clerk or inclusion on the next agenda) 

No items to report.  No items to report. 

17/87 Date of next meeting: 8pm, Tuesday, 5
th

 September 2017 at Tanyard Hall, 30 

Station Road, Gomshall GU5 9LF 

17/88 Exclusion of the Public and Press (Public Bodies Admission to meetings Act 

1960) – AGREED to exclude the public and press for the following items of 

business because of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted. 

17/89 Surrey Pension Scheme – NOTED that Surrey County Council had finally 

acknowledged correspondence from the Clerk, requesting a valuation of the pension 

fund and a meeting to discuss this matter.  A further report would be made after that 

meeting.  

17/83a Tanyard Hall car park - AGREED to instruct the Parish Council’s solicitor 

regarding cases of persistent trespass in the Parish Council’s car park. 

 

 

 


